
Our mission is to teach horsemanship, not just riding; by striving for excellence in the care and training of the horse, 

and practicing safety in the proper handling and riding techniques of the horse.  All of this should be done in a 

way that the horse understands what we are asking of him.  This is accomplished by using the tried and true 

EQUI-VENTURE  standards of DEDICATION, SAFETY, DISCIPLINE, EDUCATION and DETERMINATION. 
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EQUI-VENTURE  

EQUESTRIAN 

CENTRE IS 

EXPANDING 
 
In order to help meet the growing demands 

of our Equine Rescue efforts and to better 

accommodate the needs of our valued 

clients, we have leased Gypsy Hill Stables 

in Westminster, MD.   EQUI-VENTURE  

will be moving its boarders, lesson and 

show horses to this farm.  This location is 

not far from our Hanover, PA farm.  Even 

though the post office is Westminster, the 

stable is located between Silver Run and 

Union Mills, MD while being only minutes 

away from Littlestown, PA. 

 

In the future, our farm in Hanover, PA will 

serve only as an equine rescue.  With the 

failing economy, we have been inundated 

with a large number of surrender requests. 

We will be able to help foster, rehabilitate 

and adopt out more rescues with the extra 

room.  All other EQUI-VENTURE 

EQUESTRIAN CENTRE business 

operations and programs will be run out of 

EQUI-VENTURE at Gypsy Hill. 

 

The Maryland 

facility has a very 

nice and modern 

stable with large  

12 x14 box stalls, 

large pastures, hot & cold water wash rack, 

climate controlled lounge and tack room 

and most importantly, an indoor riding 

arena. The construction of a larger round 

pen and the completion of the outdoor 

riding arena will be done this summer.  All 

of  these amenities make this facility much 

better suited for our show horses, boarders, 

training, lesson 

program, and 

stable activities.  

We hope that 

this move will give us more exposure to 

new clients and increase our business to 

allow us to help more in the community and 

with equine rescues.  

 

Even though all business and programs will 

be run from this new location, all mail will 

go to our home address at:      

       Equi-Venture Equestrian Centre  

260 Union Bridge Rd  

Union Bridge, MD 21791 

 

OUR  NEW 

MARYLAND 

FACILITY  IS NOW  

OPEN!!  
 

Are you looking  for a warm, friendly 

and  family oriented 

equestrian facility?  

Are you tired of  

waiting  for a 

thorough, safe, and 

progressive 

horsemanship 

program?  Do you 

want to  find a riding 

stable where beginner 

through advanced students and all 

aged riders, even adult beginners, are 

accepted?  Are you ready for a stable 

 

http://www.equi-ventureequestrian.com/
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where weekend riders and show team 

members, or Western and English 

riders get along and help each other 

out?  Well, if  you answered yes to any 

of  the above, then  you are invited to 

come and check us out!  We make 

everyone  feel welcomed at our  stable, 

and  yet still maintain professionalism 

and a show barn quality atmosphere. 

   

    We offer YEAR ROUND 

horsemanship instruction in English & 

Western  Pleasure, Dressage, 

Combined Training/Evemting and , 

Hunter/Jumper.  Western 

Horsemanship & Performance, as well 

as, X-treme Cowboy and Trail Class 

are also offered.  Mounted Games, 

Drill Teams, and a Show Team, along 

with trail ridin g, are also available.  

Our centre also offers great birthday 

party, reunion,  field trip and other 

entertainment packages.      

  

There are many horsemanship 

opportunities here at EQUI-VENTURE 

EQUESTRIAN CENTRE.  Starting in 

August, we will begin to advertise 

riding lessons, stable activities, clinics, 

horse camps, pony rides and guided 

trail rid es.  There will be lots of 

activities offered year round at our 

stables.  Schooling horse shows, horse 

trials, mock  fox hunts, hunter paces, 

cowboy trail competitions, dressage 

shows, play days, trail & pizza, and 

field trips will be offered right here at 

the  farm! 

Other unique riding opportunities at 

our equestrian centre are our 

horsemanship lesson days with our 

English equestrian club, Tally-Ho and 

our Western equestrian club, Cowboy 

Up.  The Mane Event, (our English and 

Western equestrian club), is open  for 

horse enthusiasts that are adults.  

EQUI-VENTURE even offers saddle 

clubs  for students and non-students 

called the  Corner Corral (for kids 

aged 6-13) and Saddle Up (for teens 

aged 13-20).  If  you are a parent of  

one of  our students, then join our 

Parentôs Group!  The Winning Ways 

Show Team is always recruiting 

members.  More detailed  information 

on these clubs will be included with 

this newsletter and on our new website. 

 

Please call Ruth at 443-898-2772 or 

check us out at  

www.Equi-VentureEquestrian.com  for 
all of  the information  you need on all 

of  our stable activities. 

 

BOARDING AT 

EQUI-

VENTURE 
 

 
We 

offer 

qualit y TLC for horses 

boarded at  EQUI-

VENTURE.  We have over 

40 years of experience 

and the  owner lives on 

the premises.  Our 

facility is modern and 

beautiful.  Several 

boarding packages are 

available to suit most 

horse owners.  Our 

fees are affordable, 

especially during 

these trying economic 

times.  

 

Currently ,  we are only  

accepting boarding for 

our Maryland location.  

We offer boarding to 

our students and to 

the public.   Check out 

our new website or 

call for information.  

Thank you.  

 
 

 

 

SAD  TO  SAY,  BUT  
ECONOMIC  WOES  ARE 
HITTING  US  AS  
WELL! 
 

AS PER OUR ACCOUNTANT:  Our 
stable expenses (feed, hay, bedding, 
fuel, medications, vet expenses, farrier 

expenses, etc.), have increased due to 
the poor economy.  Also, our 
lease/mortgage amounts have risen 
and, of course, insurance rates have 
increased as well.  Therefore 
EFFECTIVE AUGUST 1

ST
 , we cannot 

allow any more FREE lessons, practice 
rides or guest rides by ANYONE.  The 
only exception is our free 
Introductory Lessons to potential 

clients & benefits to our FULL TIME 
Working Students.  In the past, Ruth 
has been kind enough to let some ride 
the horses or she has given free 
lessons.  The stable simply, must begin 
to support itself or we will be forced to 
raise our rates like other equine 
facilities.  REMEMBER:  There will now 
be a charge for ANYONE that rides or 
uses one of our horses.  Our fees are 

low enough to accommodate most 
budgets and confidential financial aid 
is available for those that need it.   

 

BUSINESS IS    

BEGINNING 
TO GROW! 

 
We have been in the area for about 

half a year and now our equestrian 

centre is beginning to take shape!  

We had limited our advertising 

efforts until our show and lesson 

horses were relocated to our 

Maryland stable.  A limited number 

of  students and club members were 

accepted until our riding facilities                  

http://www.equi-ventureequestrian.com/
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were up and running.  The centre is 

now  ready to accept a larger 

number of  clientele.  EQUI-

VENTURE offers unique boarding 

options, saddle and equestrian 

clubs, stable activities, trail rides 

and riding lessons to suit almost 

anyone in the equine community.  

Professional advertising will begin 

in August.  You are welcome to call 

and make an appointment to meet 

the staff, the horses, and check us 

out!  (Just keep in mind that we are 

still moving in and setting up our 

programs).  Please check out our 

websites at  

           Equi-VentureEquestrian.com 

                            and 

    Equi-VentureHorsemanship.com.   

On the first website you will find 

all of the information about our 

equestrian centre, our stable 

projects, our horsemanship riding 

programs, and activities.  The 

second website is where you will 

find our Online Horsemanship 

Course and newsletters. 

 

We will host OPEN STABLE 

EVENTS with our Family Days 

each weekend  in August and then 

at least one weekend each month 

thereafter..  Please refer to our 

website or our calendar on for dates 

and times. 

 

 

WHILE OTHER 

STABLES HAVE 

RAISED THEIR FEES, 

THE FEES  FOR  MOST   

OF  OUR  

STABLE 

ACTIVITIES  

HAVE  

REMAINED 

THE SAME OR BEEN  

REDUCED    

 
    Since the economy is affecting 

everyone, we have decided to keep 

our fees low or reduce some of 
them to help our clients & students 

continue with or start our 

horsemanship programs.  It is our 
hope that,  by consistently collecting 

the proper fees due from everyone 
in our current  client base, and by  

attracting new clientele , we will be 

able to continue to keep our fees 
low & reasonable.   

    However, this fee structure will 
only work if we have a strong 

support group.  Meaning, that the 
collection of program/riding fees, 

along with the donations and 

commitments we have from our 
students, club members, activity 

participants and volunteers, the 
less we will have to charge. This, in 

turn will enable us to pass on 

additional savings to more students 
& members for our equestrian 

activities.   
    Many families are on a tighter 

budget due to the economy and we 
would like to help as many equine 

enthusiasts as possible to enjoy the 

world of horses.  It has always 
been our goal to reach out to any 

person, young or old; beginner or 
advanced; and to let anyone who 

loves horses to have an opportunity 

to appreciate one of Godôs greatest 
creatures.  So, we hope that the 

reduced fees will allow that to 
happen.  
 
 

 

EQUI-
VENTURE 

KIDôS & TEENôS 
SADDLE CLUBS 

 

 
 
 
We will be starting our Kidôs Corner 
Corral  Club (for ages 13 and under), 
and our  Teenôs Saddle Up Club (for 

ages 13-20).  The Corner Corral is for 

our younger horse enthusiasts.  This 
club runs year round and is open to all 
children, (one does not have to be a 
regular student here at  EQUI-
VENTURE).  The Saddle Up Club is for 
teen enthusiasts.  Like the Corner 
Corral, this club also runs year round 
and is open to all teens, even those 
that are not regular EQUI-VENTURE 
students.  
 
These clubs offer lots of fun filled 
activities like arts & crafts, education 
about horses, optional Bible lessons, 
horsemanship skills, as well as 
opportunities to ride!  (Please note that 
riding will not be offered at every 
session, and may be scheduled 
separately.  To cover insurance costs, 
there will be an additional small fee if 
there is any mounted lesson).  About 
every 2 weeks we will meet at the 
stable.  The children will be split into 2 
groups.  One group will do arts & crafts 
and learn/practice a horsemanship skill.   
The other group will be further divided 
according to riding/horse experience.  
This group will be given a 
horsemanship ñlessonò.   We will offer 
ñlessonsò in English & Western 
disciplines.  Afterwards we will have an 
optional non-denominational Christian 
Bible lesson and fellowship.  (A child is 
NOT required to attend this portion).  
We will have a snack and drink at this 
time.  The Saddle Up club will also 
work on horse community volunteer 
projects.  The club meetings usually run 
about 1½ to 2 hours depending on the 
number of children or teens attending. 
   
The cost to attend a EQUI-VENTURE 
Corner Corral or Saddle Up meeting 
is only $10 for up to 2 hours of fun with 

horses!  For children and teens that are 
Active EQUI-VENTURE students, their 
cost is only $5.  Please note that the 
cost of lesson materials and arts & 
crafts supplies are an additional 
donation.  There will also be an 
additional fee of  $5 to cover insurance 
costs when there is a mounted lesson.  
All meeting fees go directly to the 
care of the horses.  All donation fees 
go for the purchase of supplies and 
materials.  All insurance fees are to 
cover the additional insurance 
premium.  All staff and helpers are 
volunteering their time and are not 
getting paid. 

  
We will meet at the stable at the dates 
and times listed below.  Donations are 
needed and appreciated to cover 
supplies.  Please visit our website for 
additional information about this 
fellowship and horsemanship program.  
Our website will also list the upcoming  

http://www.high5equestriancenter.com/
http://www.high5horsemanship.com/
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dates, crafts and topics. (Crafts and 
topics are subject to change).   

 

 
 

THE EQUI-VENTURE CORNER 
CORRAL CLUB 

 
Monday    August 31st    
                   6 - 8:00 PM 

 Craft:  Labor Day Centerpiece 
 Horse Topic:  Understanding the 
        Body Language of the Horse 
 Non-Denominational Bible Lesson: 
        Creation 
 Donation:  $7 
   
Monday     September 14th      
                   6 - 8:00 PM 

Craft:  Friendship Bracelet 
Horse Topic:  Horsemanship  
      Safety ï Part  1 
Non-Denominational Bible Lesson: 
      Adam and Eve 
Donation:  $5 
  
Monday     September 28th    
                   6 - 8:00 PM 

Craft:  Painted Horseshoe 
Horse Topic:  Horsemanship  
       Safety - Part  2 
 Non-Denominational Bible Lesson: 
       Cain and Abel 
 Donation:  $5 
  
Monday    October 12th     
                   6 - 8:00 PM 

Craft:  Horse Collage Poster (start) 
Horse Topic:  Mounted Session   
Non-Denominational Bible Lesson: 
       Noah ï Part 1 
Donation:  $7 
Insurance Fee:  $5 
 
Monday     October 26th      
                   6 - 8:00 PM 

Craft:  Horse Collage Poster (complete) 
Horse Topic:  Parts of the Horse   
Non-Denominational Bible Lesson: 
       Noah ï Part 2 
Donation:  $5 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

THE EQUI-VENTURE SADDLE UP 
TEEN'S CLUB 

 
Monday    August 31st     
                   6 - 8:00 PM 

Craft:  Labor Day Centerpiece 
Horse Topic:  Understanding the 
       Body Language of the Horse 
Non-Denominational Bible Lesson: 
       Major Biblical Events that  
       Changed the World - Part 1 
Donation:  $7 
  
Monday     September 14th     
                   6 - 8:00 PM 

Craft:  Concho Keyring 
Horse Topic:  Horsemanship  
       Safety - Part 1 
Non-Denominational Bible Lesson: 
Major Biblical Events that  
       Changed the World - Part 2 
Donation:  $7 
  
Monday     September 28th    
                   6 - 8:00 PM 

Craft:  Painted Horseshoe 
Horse Topic:  Horsemanship  
       Safety - Part 2 
Non-Denominational Bible Lesson: 
       Major Biblical Events that  
       Changed the World - Part 3 
Donation:  $5 
   
Monday     October 12th      
                   6 - 8:00 PM 

Craft:  Horse Collage Poster 
Horse Topic:  Mounted Session   
Non-Denominational Bible Lesson: 
       Major Biblical Events that  
       Changed the World - Part 4 
Donation:  $7 
Insurance Fee:  $5  
 
Monday     October 26th      
                   6 - 8:00 PM 

Craft:  Horse Collage Poster (complete) 
Horse Topic:  Mounted Session   
Non-Denominational Bible Lesson: 
       Major Biblical Events that  
       Changed the World ï Part 5 
Donation:  $5 
 

 
 

When riding is offered, there are 
limited riding spaces and some 
restrictions apply.  Advance 
registration is required for those 
wishing to ride.  Sign-up sheets will be 
posted in the main stable  or  you may 
call.  Volunteers and donations for 
supplies and snacks are needed and 
appreciated!   Please use the 
appropriate sign-up sheet for these 
items.  Please note that any snack or 

drink donated must be store bought 
and in the original unopened package.  
Please call Ruth to discuss any ideas.  
Thanks!   
 
 
 

EQUI-VENTURE 
CALENDARS OF 
EVENTS & 
SHOW TEAM 
SCHEDULE 

 

 
Keep updated on our stable 
activities or upcoming events by 
regularly visiting our Equi-
Venture Upcoming Events 
Calendar on: 
http://CalendarHome.com/cal/evue  
Our Winning Ways Show Team 
can keep updated by visiting our 
Equi-Venture Show Team 
Schedule on: 
http://CalendarHome.com/cal/EVSTS  

OR 
by visiting our new website at Equi-
VentureEquestrian.com.   
 

We will be updating these 
calendars on a weekly basis. 

 

 

RIDING TIP S: 

 

 

very important tip:    In a previous 

newsletter, we told you that  In 

order to perform better and to 

prevent injury, both the horse 

and rider should stretch 

before the rider actually 

mounts.  There are several 

exercises and stretches that we 

will be happy to show you.  make 

it  a horsemanship goal to learn 

2 to use on your horse and 2 to 

use for yourse lf.  ask us at 

your next lesson.  
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Tip:   After doing stretches 

prior to mounting, Help supple 

your horse when you first get in 

the saddle .  A horse will be 

better able to respond to your 

aids and more willing to accept 

the bit if he is flexible lat erally.  

There are several methods to 

do this exercise.  A n  easy 

method is:  at the halt, hold one 

rein in each hand.  Quietly and 

smoothly slide your  right hand 

down the right rein to take up 

the contact and gently pull the 

rein to your thigh and direct 

yo ur horseôs head and neck to 

the right.  (Please do not hank 

your horseôs head around!)  Ask 

your horse to turn his head to 

the furthest point he is 

comfortable giving to you.  

Rest your hand o n your thigh, 

holding the rein quietly and 

firmly until yo ur hor se relaxes 

and gives his head to  you.  You 

can tell  when  your horse has 

given  to your hand when  a 

slight slack occurs in your 

rei n.  No matter how slight the 

slack  is in the rein, Immediate ly 

release the rein allowing your 

horse to return his head and 

n eck  to the front .  Repeat on 

the other side.  Ask  for this 

lateral flexio n a few times on 

each side, every  time you mount 

up.  (If your horse starts to 

walk in a circle, you have 

probably pulled to hard or too 

fast.  Quietly come back to a 

halt and try ag ain ).  Keep 

practicing, asking for more 

flexion as each session 

becomes easier and your horse 

becomes more supple.  

Eventually your horse will be 

able to re ach his n ose around 

to your boot.  

 

 

tip:   the dressage arena is 

marked by letters at precise 

points where maneuvers are 

executed.  these letters should 

be memorized.  You enter the 

arena at ñaò and tracking to the 

right, an easy memorization 

poem is this:  

     ñaò    A 

     ñFò   Fat 

     ñbò   bay or Brood  

     ñmò   mare 

     ñCò  can 

     ñhò   have 

     ñeò   every  

     òKò   kind 

it is easy to remember that ñxò 

marks the spot in the very 

center of the arena between ñbò 

and ñeò. 

Tip:   Riding without stirrups :  

  

 

1.  is a great way to                   

strengthen  your leg muscles  

2.  helps you sit p roperly on 

both of your seat bones and 

develop a secure seat  

3.  helps you feel secure 

enough to keep going if you 

should lose your stirrup while 

riding.  You should be able to 

pick up your iron or stirrup 

without stopping.  

 

You should ride without 

st irrup s at least twice a week.  

Five to t en minutes is fine at 

first until you get stronger.  

You should feel confident at a 

gait before moving to a faster 

one.  

 

 

Tip:   No matter what your age or 

riding ability, one can never 

know enough about horses.  

Endeavor  to always learn and 

try new methods from as many 

different sources as possible.  

What doesnôt work with a 

person or a horse this time, may 

work   later in a different 

situation or with a different 

person or horse.  Almost 

everything that every horse 

person  knows, he/she learned 

from somebody else.  It is okay 

to observe and learn from 

these horse people and try 

their methods and perhaps 

incorporate methods from 

ot her horse people as well 

along with your own methods 

and theories.  

 

 

 

 

WORMING  
Even though random fecal tests showed 

negative results, we want to keep our 

horses as free as possible from parasites.  

Please check the message board to see 

when your horse(s) are due and be sure to 

include the amount of the wormer with that 

monthõs  board.  If you have any 

questions, please ask. 

 

Next worming date is August1st. 

 

Wormer :  Equimax  or Zimectrin Gold   

        

 

SIGN - UP 

SHEETS 

 
 

The Sign -Up Sheets for ac tivities 

are on the Information w all next 

to  the lounge/office.  They will 

be hung on the wall under the 

message boards.  The Sign -Up 

Sheets for farrier, dental and 

vet visits will be kept on the wall 

next to the tack room .   
 

EQUI- VENTURE  

PARENTôS 

GROUP 
 

Are you a busy parent 

that wants some time 

to relax with other 

parents and practice 

some of the 

horsemanship skills 

you watched your child 

learn during his/her 

riding lesson?  Have 

you thought, ñI wish I 

could do that ò?  Then 

we have a club just 

for you ñriding lesson  

moms and dadsò.   Join 

the other parents and 

ride with Ruth.  We 

will meet at the 

stable at least once a 

month for about one 

hour.  Parents will 

have the choice of 

taking a mounted or 

unmounted horsemanship 

mini lesson.  Ruth  
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will ride with the 

mounted group and the 

assistant instructors 

will help the 

unmounted group.  This 

is a time for fun, 

friendship and to 

discuss the goals for 

the children.    

 

Since this club is for 

parents that have 

children already 

taking regu lar riding 

less ons here at EQUI -

VENTURE, and we 

understand the 

financial sacrifices 

that parents make, the 

cost to attend the 

Parentôs Group is $25 

divided by the number 

of those attending.  

There are limited 

riding spaces & some 

restrictions apply.  

Advance registration  

is required f or those 

wishing to ride.  

Sign - up sheets are 

posted in the lounge,  

or please call.  

 

We will meet on:  

 

Monday, August 24th  

6:30  PM at Stable  

Afterwards:  

  Dennyôs   

 

Monday , September 21 st  

6:3 0 PM at Stable  

Afterwards:   

  Dennyôs 

 

        

 

SPECIAL 

REQUESTs 
 

 
 

We  are  asking  all 

students /boarders  to  help 

the  SCHOOL & RESCUE 

horses  by  donating : 

 

Á One  Round  bale or 

square bales equal 

to the cost of a 

round bale each  

month  

Á One  paste  wormer 

each  month  

Á a   Flat   Back  Water 

Bucket  or   corner 

Gra in  tub  for  their 

stalls.  

Á Any needed 

grooming kit supplies 

or brushes  

Á One bottle of fly 

spray or other 

grooming aids.    

Á We really need 

donors who will 

commit to a monthly 

donation of hay or 

feed IN ANY AMOUNT!  

 

By everyone helping, we 

will be able to k eep our 

program fees affordable.  

PLEASE  TALK  TO  RUTH  IF YOU 

ARE   ABLE   TO   HELP;  No 

matter  how  small the 

amount!   We   Thank  you ,  

and  the  horses  Thank   

You  even   more!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

OPEN RIDES  
 

 
 
 
 
Open Rides are free for ou r 
volunteers , students  and Working  
Students and allows them to get 
some extra riding in.  These are 
supervised rides, not lessons.   
Riders must sign up and have Ruthõs 
approval.  There are limited 
numbers of riders permitted for 
each Open Ride and some 
restrictions will apply (refer to the 
sign-up sheets).  Riders should 
arrive early to start getting their 
horses ready. The dates for the 
months of August  & September are:  
 
Mon, Aug  3rd    6:00 -7:00 PM  
Sun, Aug  16th    3:00 - 4:00 PM  
Sat,  Sept 5 th     4:00 -5:00 PM    
Mon , Sept 7 th    3:00 - 4:00 PM  
Sun, Sept 13th    3:00 -4:00 PM  
Sat, Sept 26 th    4:00 - 5:00 PM  
 
The Open Rides are subject to 
change due to other activities and 
weather.  Please ask for additional 
information.  
 
 

 
 

Thom: Adult Western  
Noelle:  Teen English &  

              Western  
Leah: Child English  
Courtney:  Child  
                  Western & 

                    English 
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Laurie:  Adult English &  

              Western  
Brooke:  Child English  
Nikki:  Adult English 
Taylor:  Pony Pal  
             English   
Jessica:  Adult English   
Delilah:  Pony Pal  
               English 
Ashton:  Pony Pal  
               English 
Dawn:  Adult English 
Grace:  Child Western 
Akilah:  Child English 
Lexi:  Child English 
 
All of these new students are very 
enthusiastic and are progressing 
rapidly with their equestrian skills!  
We are proud to have them here at 
the stable and will endeavor to help 
them pursue their equestrian 
goals!!!!!! 
 
 
 

EQUINE 

HEALTH TIPS 

OR NEWS 

 
 

The following is a General Health 

Program: 

 

1.  Avoid òpublicó feeding and 

watering sources that may have been 

contaminated by horses not from the 

same stable. 

 

2.  Become familiar with the diseases 

of horses and the symptoms and 

treatments of those diseases. 

 

 

3.  If signs of an infectious disease 

appear, isolate the affected horse(s) 

immediately.  Provide these horses 

with their own water and feed 

containers. 

 

4.  Follow the instructions and 

treatments prescribed by a 

veterinarian for any sick or injured 

horse. 

 

5.  Prevent or control parasites by 

following some of the 

recommendations from top equine 

professionals listed below: 

    practice good sanitation 

    provide high quality nutrition  

    have adequate acreage  

    practice pasture rotation 

    do not spread fresh manure on 

pasture grazed by horses 

   when small pastures or paddocks 

must be used, pick up manure at 

often 

    keep pastures and paddocks mowed 

and harrowed 

    prevent manure contamination of 

feed, hay or water 

    worm horses regularly 

    avoid overgrazing  

    use off-ground hay feeders if 

possible to help avoid manure 

contamination and ingestion of dirt 

and sand 

 
 

6.  Arrange a yearly check up, 

dental, and vaccination appointment 

with your veterinarian   

 

7.  Allow your horse to have plenty of 

fresh air and exercise 

 

8.  Know your horse and what is 

normal behavior for him 

 

9.  Record  your horseõs weight, 

temperature, pulse and respiration 

and recheck at least once a month 

 

 

 

10.  Have your horseõs hooves 

routinely taken care by a competent 

farrier.  

 

 
 

THE  ANSWER  TO 

LAST  NEWSLETTERõS 

TRIVIA  QUESTION? 

  
What Thoroughbred racehorse was 
the oldest racehorse to win the 
prestigious Horse of the Year award?  

 

 
 

John Henry won the Horse of the 
Year twice and was the oldest horse to 
receive it at the age of nine.  Sadly, 
John Henry was recently humanely 
euthanized at the age of 32 on  
Oct. 8, 2007. 
 
 
 
 

THIS  NEWSLETTERõS 

TRIVIA  QUESTION 
 
Where did the letters around the 
dressage arena originate? 
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ANSWERS TO LAST 

NEWSLETTER õS 

HIPPOLOGY  

QUESTIONS  

 
The answers to last monthõs 

hippology questions are: 
 

What are the measurements of a small 

and large dressage arena?  The small 

dressage arena is 20 meters by 40 

meters.  The large arena is 20 meters 

by 60 meters. 
  
What is forging?  Forging is the 

striking  of the forefoot by the toe of 

the hind foot. 
 

What is the fastest four-beat gait?  

The run or gallop is the fastest  

four-beat gait.   
 

How many teeth does a mature male  

horse have?  A mature mare?  A foal? 

The mature male horse has 40 teeth 

and a mature female has 36.  A foal of 

either sex has 24 teeth.  The mare 

does not have tushes as a rule.   
 

What is azoturia?  Azoturia, also 

known as hemoglobinuria, Monday 

Morn ing S ickness, Black water, or 

tying up, has been associated with 

faulty carbohydrate metabolism, and 

with work following a period of 

idleness in the stall on full grain 

rations.  The symptoms are profuse 

sweating, abdominal distress and 

discomfort, wine-colored urine, stiff 

gait, reluctance to move, and lameness.  

Finally the horse assumes a sitting 

position, and eventually falls  

prostrate on the side.  Once a horse 

has an episode of azoturia, he is more 

prone to attacks in the future.  Each 

time an episode occurs,  kidney 

damage is done.  Therefore, it is 

important to ration grains properly 

and maintain an exercise routine so 

this condition does not occur in the 

first place.  This condition is 

considered by most veterinarians to 

be preventable and is seldom seen in 

horses at pasture and rarely in horse 

at constant work.   

 

 

THIS  

NEWSLETTERõS 

HIPPOLOGY 

QUESTIONS  
 

What is periodic ophthalmia? 
 

What is a bar shoe used for? 
 

What is a twitch? 
 

How many bones does a horse have? 
 

What is the average resting 

respiration rate for a horse? 

 

Why are horses lead and mounted on 

their  left side? 
 

How do you count the number of  

strides between fences on a jumping 

course? 
 

The earliest òwritingó now in existence 

on the training of horses was written 

by who?  (Clue- Thes e five tablets 

were written around 1400 B.C.) 

 

 

RIDING TIP S 

for Beginner 

STUDENTS:  
 
TIP:   When learning to 

post on the correct 

diagonal, remember the 

jingle:  

   Rise and fall with  

   the leg on the wall  

   
 

 

TIP:  Always do  a safety 

check prior to mounting.  

 

 
 

TIP:   Do not train your 

horse with food.  You will 

teach your horse only to 

respond when you have food 

and you could teach your 

horse to bite. Use the 

pressure and release 

method. This is natural 

and the way horses respond 

to each other. Horses 

respond better and the 

training result is better.  

Use food as treats.  Only 

feed your horse from a 

snack bucket.  He will 

recognize the bucket and 

still know that it is you 

that are feeding him just 

as well as if y ou had a 

carrot in your pocket.  
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GROOMING 

TIPS: 
 

TIP:  Horses should be groomed 

daily whether you ride or not.  It 

is essential to establish a daily 

grooming routine for a few 

reasons.  First, consider grooming 

as a bonding time and a way to 

show affection to your horse in a 

way that he can understand.  

Horses in the wild that like each 

other, groom each other.  Second, 

this daily grooming session is a 

great time to check out your horse 

and make sure he is uninjured or 

not sick.  Is he acting normal?  

Are there any cuts or swellings on 

his legs or elsewhere on his body?  

Thoroughly check out his eyes, legs 

and hooves.  Third, this time alone 

with your horse, on the ground, 

helps establish the pecking order 

even before you ride.  Fourth, 

grooming helps stimulate the 

muscles and circulation prior to 

riding and helps relax the horse 

after a workout.  Again, grooming 

after a ride, lets you make sure 

your horse is cooled out and 

uninjured after your ride. 

  

TIP:  Sponge off your horseõs face 

after exercise to help prevent 

fungal hair loss.  

 

TIP:  Use a tail bag to keep your 

horseõs tail thick, long & protected.  

Be sure to wash, condition, 

detangle and rebraid once a week.   

 

 

 

NOTE:  Make certain that the tail 

bag is secured below the tail bone!  

 

TIP:  Dark coats will fade or 

bleach out in the sunlight.  

Provide plenty of shade or 

consider bringing your horse into 

his stall during the daylight hours.  

If you pasture keep your horse, 

consider using a sheet.  Sweat left 

on the horseõs coat will accelerate 

any fading so, be sure to rinse a 

sweaty horse before turning him 

back out in the sunlight. 

 

TIP:  Bathe your horse but do not 

overdo it!  Frequent shampooing 

may actually dull your horseõs coat. 

 

TIP:  In our rescue efforts, we see 

a lot of incidences of rainrot.  We 

decided to copy the following tip 

from the Equus Reference Guide 

to help those at our stable to 

recognize this condition.  

 

 
     

òThe signs are unmistakable:  a few 

hours after 

coming in 

from the 

rain, your 

horseõs coat begins to stand up in a 

peculiar pattern, either bordered 

by the òdrip lineó of rain runoff or 

in patches.  As you smooth it 

down, you feel a radiating heat, 

and your horse flinches  from 

your touch.  By the next day, 

sensitive, tight scabs have appeared  

where the rain was concentrated, 

making your horse a miserable 

mess.  The culprit?  Rainrot! 

    Rainrot is caused by the 

Dermatophilus spp., bacteria that 

normally live without 

consequence in the equine coat.  

However, a rain followed by slow-

drying, humid conditions enables 

the organisms to multiply, which 

irritates the hair follicles and skin 

of afflicted horses.  The scabbing, 

which may 

range in 

severity from 

light 

òpepperingó to a continuous, 

painful sheet, follows the runoff 

pattern of water over the horseõs 

back and rump.  Rarely do 

subsequent rains initiate new areas 

of infection. 

 

    The earlier you detect rainrot, 

the easier it will be to spare your 

horse the 

discomfort and 

cosmetic 

problems 

associated with 

it.  A brief 

course of penicillin injections 

stated at the initial signs of a 

raisedcoat will solve the problem 

without hair loss.  If you begin the 

penicillin after the scabs appear, 

the treatme nt will still be 

effective, but healing will take 

longer.  Without treatment, 

rainrot runs its course in one to 

four weeks, depending on the 

extent and severity of the 

scabbing.  As healing progresses, 

resist the urge to pick the scabs, as 

they are very painful and can  
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bleed.  

Instead, 

soften 

them with 

mineral oil 

and let them work themselves 

loose.  Then apply a mild, 

medicated shampoo and try to 

gently rub the scabs free with 

your fingertips.  If the scabs donõt 

come off easily, oil them again. 

    Preventing rainrot is a matter 

of good grooming.  A dirty coat 

naturally contains more organisms 

and more skin debris to feed them.  

Twice-weekly or more frequent 

brushing or vacuuming usually 

limits the incidence and severity of 

rainrot.  Some horses, however, 

are particularly susceptible and 

may need to be protected from 

wet 

weather 

to 

prevent future attacks.  To guard 

against the spread of rainrot, itõs 

wise not to share brushes, tack and 

blankets belonging to afflicted 

horses.ó 

 

 

4H CLUB 

There are several 4H Clubs in 

Pennsylvania and in Maryland to 

join.  We have started to receive 

information on the clubs in this area 

but, we have not had time to check out 

these clubs yet.  The 4H is a 

wonderful organization that provides 

services and support to the equine 

community through itõs youth 

programs.  We will keep the stable 

updated with bulletins on the message  

 

 

 

wall as we receive more information.  

By t he next newsletter, we should 

definitely have more information to 

include about the 4H Clubs.  

 

4 H MEETING  
More information is coming.  Please 

check out the message wall or our 

website. 

 

4 H HIPPOLOGY 
More information is coming.  Please 

check out the message wall or our 

website. 

 

 

 

FEEDING 
ADJUSTMENTS  

 
    Please be sure to monitor your 
horseôs weight.   Now that summer is 
here and the pastures have grass, we 
will be feeding less hay.  We will also be 
rotating pastures for optimal grazing.  
We realize that each owner wants 
his/her horse to look a certain way, and 
we want you to be happy with your 
horseôs weight.  As long as you donôt 
want your horse at an 
unhealthy weight, we will be 
happy to adjust your 
horseôs feed according to 
your boarding contract.  
We encourage all 
boarders to take an active interest in the 
care and feeding of their horse.  

 
 

 

 

UNITED STATES 

PONY CLUB 

NEWS  

More information is coming.  

Please check out the 

message wall or our 

website.  

 
VETERINARIAN 
APPOINTMENT  

 
We will be scheduling the vet to come 

out to the stable for vaccinations & 

check ups.  We will be using Dr. Wiles 

as our farm vet.   Please look out for an 

announcement on the message board 

for the vaccination dates.  A sign-up 

sheet will be posted next to the tack 

room.  Thank you.    

 

** Remember that there is a handling 

fee  if we hold your horse. 

 

 

FARRIER 
APPOINTMENT  

 
 
We have scheduled an appointment 
for Monday, August 17th at 9:00 AM  
and Monday, September 28th at 
9:00 AM.  
 
Please sign up, or the stable 
manager will have your horse done 
(if it is  due), the same as it was 
done at the last visit.  Remember 
that there is a  handling fee  if we 
hold your horse. 

 

EQUI -
VENTURE  

CAMPS 
Enjoy year round camp sessions 
at our modern facility complete 
with an indoor arena & climate 
controlled lounge!  We offe r fun  
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& activity filled days with riding 
lessons, horsemanship sessions, 
interactive lectures, science 
projects, educational sessions, 
stable management, games, arts & 
crafts, Special Activity Days, and 
more.  English & Western riding 
are ta ught, as well as, some 
discipline Specialty Camps .  These 
Specialty Camps include:  
Eventing Camp, Pleasure Camp, 
Hunt Seat Camp, Learning to 
Jump Camp, Western Camp, and 

Trail 
Riding 
Camp.  All 
sessions 
stress 

safety!   Our structured and 
progressive curr icula are age/skill 
level appropriate.  We even have 
camps for Pony Pals (ages 4-7) 
and Adults!  Some sessions offer 
the opportunity to compete at a 
horse show and/or go on field 
trip(s).  
 
Our camp sessions are  
AFFORDABLE and confidential 
Financial Aid is available.   
Discounts offered for Equi -
Venture 
students, 
siblings 
and 
multiple 
camp 
sessions.  
Before & After extended care is 
available for an additional fee.  
Please visit our website or call 
for additional information.   
 
The remaining dates and times  
for o ur fun filled, activity packed 
and educational horsema nship 
camps are listed below .   
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

END OF SUMMER  
CAMP SESSIONS  

 
Week - End Camp: 

Sat & Sun  August 15 th  & 16th  
9:00  - 4:00  

$ 140 
 

Day Camp:  
Mon thru Fri   August 17 th  - 21st  
        9:00  AM until 4:00  PM 

$ 350  

 
Half - Day Camp:  

Mon thru Fri  
August 17 th  - 21st  

9:00  AM until 1:00 PM  OR 
12:00 PM until 4 :00 PM 

$ 175 
 

Mini - Camp for  
PONY PALS:  
Mon, Wed, Fri  

August 17th , 19th  & 21st  
9:00  AM until 12:00  PM 

$100  
AND/ OR 

Tues, Thurs    August 1 8 th , 20 th  
1:00 PM until 4:00  PM 

$ 70 
 
 

LABOR DAY CAMP  
SESSION  

          Sat , September 5 th  thru  
          Monday, September 7 th   

           9:00 AM until 4 :00 PM 
$ 210 

 

 

FALL SCHOOL BREAK 
SESSION  

Friday, October 16 th  thru  
Sunday, October 18 th   

9:00 AM until 4 :00 PM 
$210  

 

THANKSGIVING BREAK   
SESSION  

        Friday, November 2 7 th  thru  
        Sunday, November 29 th   

           9:00 AM until 4 :00  PM                                             
$ 210 

 

CHRISTMAS BREAK 
SESSION  

        Monday, December 28 th  thru  
        Wednesday, December 30 th   

           10:00 AM until 3:00 PM  
$ 210 

 

Please visit our website or call 
to get a brochure that gives 
informa tion on reservations, 
registration, daily outline and 
curriculum.  
 
 

HORSE SHOWS AT 
EQUI-VENTURE 
EQUESTRIAN 
CENTRE!!!!!!!!!!!!!  
Starting in August, we will host our 
own schooling shows.  There will be 
classes for lead liners, walk/trotters, 
and  beginners thru advanced riders.   
English & Western classes will be 
offered.  There will be Youth, JR, SR, 
and Over 40 divisions.  Equitation, 
Horsemanship, Showmanship, 
Lounging, Trail, Command, Reining, 
and Jumping will be included along  
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with  Pleasure.  Ribbons and trophies 
will be awarded and year End Awards 
will be given. 
 
These shows are a great way to give 
our students and boarders the 
opportunity to compete at a real show 
but, still allow them to have fun while 
learning the ropes.  Advanced riders 
will be able to school their horses, as 
well as, receive the opinion of a judge.  
The income generated from the shows 
will help support our programs and 
help provide the care necessary for 
our school and rescue horses. 
 
We will also be hosting Competitive 
Trail, Combined Tests and Dressage 
Schooling Shows along with  Fun Days 
(gaming shows).  Our Drill Teams will 
perform demonstrations at some of the 
competitions. 
 
Our schooling shows will require 
proper tack & attire.  Horses must be 
properly turned out. For those riders 
that do not have their own horse, the 
school horses and lesson tack will be 
available for a small fee.  Coaching fee 
for our students start out at $10.  
Restrictions for the school horses on 
the amount of classes entered and 
discipline of riding will apply.  
Students will be responsible for the 
show prep of their school horse and 
tack, as well as, the care of the school  
horse and tack  during and after the 
show.  Approval must be given in 
advance and reservations for a school 
horse and tack are on a first come, 
first served basis.  See Ruth for more 
information, sign-up sheets, class lists 
and reservations or check out our 
website. 
 
 

 
Eventually, we will open the shows up 
to the horse community. Shows will be 
held rain or shine and will be offered 
year round. We encourage everyone to 
help support our efforts either by 
competing or by volunteering!  
Remember, ALL proceeds (after 
expenses are met of course), go 
directly to the care of the horses or to 
our programs. The following dates are 
scheduled, but are subject to change 
due to severe weather or other Show 
Team obligations.  (All changes will be 
rescheduled). 
 

 
 

Equi-Venture English & Western 
Schooling Shows 

Sunday  August 23rd at 9:00 AM 
Sunday  October 25th at 9:00 AM 
Sunday  December 13th at 9:00 AM 
 

Equi-Venture Dressage Schooling 
Shows 

Sunday  September 27th at 9:00 AM  
Sunday  November 22nd at 9:00 AM 
 

Equi-Venture Combined Tests 
Sunday  September 27th at 9:00 AM  
Sunday  November 22nd at 9:00 AM 
 
    Equi-Venture Competitive Trail 
Saturday  November 7th at 9:00 AM 

 
Equi-Venture Fun Gaming Show 

Saturday  November 7th  at 9:00 AM 
 
 

OPEN STABLE 

DAYS 
 

We will be holding Open Stable Days to 

help promote our stable and our 

programs.  With tours of the facilities and 

free Introductory Lessons & pony rides, 

we will be able to let the public and 

potential clients know about our riding 

lessons, clubs, rescue efforts and stable 

activities.  Family activities and games will 

be offered along with a cook-out.  We 

are holding these every weekend in 

August.  Then every month we will hold 

at least one of these events.  Volunteers 

will be needed and appreciated!  Please 

check out our sign-up sheets and let Ruth 

know in what areas you can help. 

 

The following dates have been reserved: 

     

    Sun  Aug 2nd  2:00 ð 5:00 

    Sat    Aug 8th  2:00 ð 5:00 

    Sat   Aug 15th  9:00 ð 12:00 

    Sat   Aug 22nd  2:00 ð 5:00 

    Sat   Sept. 5th   9:00 ð 12:00 

    Sat   Sept 12th   9:00 ð 12:00 

    Sun  Sept 20th   2:00 ð 5:00  

 

Please pass the word around!  See Ruth if 

you can pass out or place flyers in public 

places like grocery /convenience stores, 

daycare centers, laundry mats, libraries, 

churches, at your work place, etc. 

 

 

 

EQUI-VENTURE 
EQUESTRIAN 

CENTRE LOGO 
ITEMS NOW 
AVAILABLE  

 
EQUI-VENTURE 
EQUESTRIAN 
CENTRE now has 
logo items available 
for purchase.  Items 
must be paid for  


